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Pygmy Current
Meter Assembly

1. Contact Chamber Cap
2. Binding Post Wire
3. Binding Post Insulator
4. Binding Post
5. Binding Post Nut
6. Yoke
7. Rod Mount Set Screw
8. Upper Bearing
9. Shaft
10. Bucket Wheel Hub

11. Bucket Wheel
Hub Nut

12. Bucket Wheel
13. Pivot Bearing
14. Pivot
15. Pivot Set Screw
16. Pivot Adjustment Nut

Set Screw
17. Pivot Adjustment Nut

INTRODUCTION
The Pygmy Current Meter is a versatile instrument with a long
history of accuracy, reliability, and durability. The precisely
balanced Bucket Wheel mounts on a vertical pivot inside a yoke
and rotates by water flow. Each rotation of the Bucket Wheel
produces an audible click which users monitor either manually
with a headset or with digital equipment. Rotation rate is
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WARRANTY
Rickly Hydrological warrants that its products are free
from defects in material and workmanship under
normal use and service for a period of one year from
date of shipment from the factory.
Rickly Hydrological’s obligations under this warranty
are limited to, at Rickly Hydrological’s option: (I)
replacing or (II) repairing any products determined to
be defective. In no case shall Rickly Hydrological’s
liability exceed the product original purchase price.
This warranty does not apply to any equipment that
has been repaired or altered, except by Rickly
Hydrological, or which has been subject to misuse,
negligence or accident. It is expressly agreed that
this warranty will be in lieu of all warranties of fitness
and in lieu of the warranty of merchantability. The
warranty begins on the date of the invoice.

Copyright © 2006 Rickly Hydrological. All Rights
Reserved. This manual may not be disclosed,
copied, reproduced, modified or distributed without
the express written permission of Rickly Hydrological.
Permission is granted to the Customer to view, store,
reproduce and distribute this manual to its employees
for equipment training and maintenance purposes
only, provided that none of the pages are modified
and this page is included in any distribution.

1 14

proportional to water velocity. The user compares the number of
rotations over a period of time to a rating chart (provided in back
of this manual, and separately with each meter) which deter-
mines water velocity. The meter measures streamflow velocities
from 0.1 to 25 feet per second (0.03 to 7.6 meters per second).

Users suspend the meter by a wading rod while wading a
stream. Use a Pygmy Current Meter for shallow, slow, wading
survey applications.

This manual is by no means exhaustive on the care and use of
the Pygmy Current Meter. However, it provides a firm foundation.
For a detailed treatment of different uses of the meter and
technical explanations behind water resource investigations,
visit http://pubs.usgs.gov/twri/ which contains nearly all the
Techniques of Water-Resources Investigations reports.

PYGMY CURRENT METER MAINTENANCE
Monitor the meter for wear, damage, and fouling before, during,
and after measurements. A timed spin test before a measure-
ment does not protect the meter from damage or fouling during
a measurement. To guarantee acceptable meter performance,
diligently follow procedures for meter protection, cleaning, and
lubrication in this manual.

Visual meter inspection is vital. Bent cups often cause meter
inaccuracy, something a timed spin test is unlikely to reveal.
Users must also determine if the meter rotor moves freely and
does not stop abruptly. A full spin test demonstrates this, but a
much quicker observation of the rotor as it comes to rest does
as well. The full timed spin test should be an office procedure
between field trips, when meter performance is suspect, and
before and after repairs. It is no substitute for continual meter
care and inspection.
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Timed spin tests indicate bearing surface wear or damage.
Keep a current meter log on file that includes the meter user,
checker, repairs, and timed test dates and results.

1. Remove Shipping Plug and insert Pivot. NOTE: If existing
Pivot is burred, use a new Pivot for meter checkup.

2. Visually inspect Pivot alignment. The Pivot should align with
the Shaft. Pivot/Shaft misalignment indicates Yoke mis-
alignment. (See Yoke Alignment below.)

3. Rotate Bucket Wheel and check for wobble. Wobble
indicates either a bent Bucket Wheel Frame, a bent bucket,
or a worn Pivot Bearing. Replace the Bucket Wheel if the
frame or one of the buckets is bent. To determine Pivot
Bearing wear, check the lower section of the Bucket Wheel
Hub for wobble as the Bucket Wheel slowly rotates. If the
hub wobbles, replace it.

4. Check the Upper Bearing and Shaft for excessive wear.
Remove Contact Chamber Cap and observe the Shaft as
the Bucket Wheel rotates slowly. As the Binding Post Wire
slides over the Shaft contact lobe, there should be no
discernible movement of the Shaft away from the Cat
Whisker. If there is movement, replace the Upper Bearing.
Remove a worn Upper Bearing, with small pliers.

5. Visually check Shaft for warp. Rotate Bucket Wheel slowly to
see if the upper section of the Shaft in the Contact Chamber
wobbles (not associated with a worn upper bearing). If it
wobbles, replace it.

6. Visually inspect Binding Post Wire. Replace if kinked,
twisted, or coated with oil film (oil film interferes with the
signal from electronic counters).

7. To remove/replace the Binding Post Assembly, use a thin

4

9. Remove Shipping Pin and install Pivot Pin.

10. Adjust Bucket Wheel end-play to 1/8 turn instead of the
normal 1/4 turn.

11. Spin test the meter. Acceptable spins last between two and
four minutes. If it spins less than 90 seconds, clean,
lubricate, and re-adjust the meter.

12. Turn Sensor Head to adjust the air gap between the
magnet on the Magnet Assembly and the end of the
Sensor Head until a signal is received. Rotate Bucket
Wheel to insure it moves freely.

13. Install new modified Contact Chamber Cap with O-ring.
This modified cap is shorter than the original chamber cap.

14. Replace Pivot Pin with Shipping Pin to store or transport the
meter. The retrofit is now complete and the Pygmy
MagHead is ready for field use.

Use care during installation. The Sensor Head Assembly is
made of brass, but severe treatment may damage the glass
Reed Switch. In case of mishaps in the field, carry a spare
pygmy meter or parts needed to convert the meter back to
Binding Post Wire contact. Use care when removing the Contact
Chamber Cap in case the Magnet Assembly is loose. The
Magnet Assembly is very small, sticks to metal and is easily lost.

11

11. Clean Pivot Bearing. A cotton swab is too large to fit into the
Pivot Bearing. Remove some cotton on the sides of the
swab, then twirl the cotton into a point to reach into the
bottom of the Pivot Bearing. A clean Pivot Bearing usually
shines when clean. If there is hardened material in the Pivot
Bearing, leave a drop or two of meter oil on it for a couple
minutes to help remove it. Sometimes, a small piece of lint-
free industrial wipe wrapped around the end of a small
Allen wrench is helpful, but be very careful that the wipe fully
covers the wrench end so it will not scratch the Pivot
Bearing or its carrier.

12. Oil Pivot Bearing with just one drop of meter oil; too much
oil attracts sediment. Dip the end of a straightened paper
clip into meter oil and transfer the drop that accumulates to
the Pivot Bearing. Do not use vegetable-based oils (like 3-
in-1) which emulsify too easily, or silicon-based oils which
hold sediment and are difficult to clean off.

13. Clean the Shaft and Upper Bearing.

14. Clean Pivot and check the point. Replace Pivot if point is
rounded or burred. Test Pivot for magnetization. Touch a
paper clip with the Pivot. A magnetized Pivot lifts the paper
clip. Either demagnetize it with a bulk magnetic tape eraser
or tape player head demagnetizer, or replace it.

15. Thread the Shaft into the top of the Hub Assembly with a
small adjustable wrench.

16. To install an Upper Bearing, gently thread a new bearing
into the underside of the upper yoke arm with a small pair of
pliers. WARNING: DO NOT crush the bearing with exces-
sive force. It is better to let pliers slip than to crush or
deform the Upper Bearing. The bearing is fully inserted
when the lower lip of the bearing contacts the lower surface

6

PYGMY MAGHEAD
The Pygmy MagHead is an electronic replacement for the
Pygmy Current Meter Binding Post Wire contact. Use this
Pygmy MagHead with headphones and any of our digital
counters, current meter digitizers, or flow computers.

Pygmy MagHead Installation
The Pygmy MagHead is designed for field installation and
removal. However, initial installation requires current meter
disassembly, removal of Binding Post assembly, and installa-
tion and adjustment of the Pygmy MagHead assembly. Tools
needed: small pliers, screwdriver, and adjustable wrench.

1. Installation Tool
2. Contact Chamber Cap
3. Sensor Head
4. Upper Mag Shaft
5. Magnet Assembly

2

1

3

5
4

Pygmy
Current Meter
Maghead Kit
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wrench to unscrew the Binding Post Assembly. Use a pair
of pliers to remove the Binding Post Insulator if it does not
come off with the assembly. Install new Binding Post
Assembly, and Insulator and tighten until snug.

8. Remove Bucket Wheel Assembly (Bucket Wheel, Hub, and
Shaft). Loosen Pivot Set Screw, remove Pivot, then the
Bucket Wheel Assembly. NOTE: Do not force assembly.
Some older pygmy meter yokes allow limited clearance
between the yoke arms. Subsequently, the Bucket Wheel
Assembly comes out in only one position. Rotate assembly
to find the position that allows removal.

9. To remove the Bucket Wheel from the Hub, unscrew and
remove the shaft with a small adjustable wrench, then use
a standard 5/16" socket to loosen the Bucket Wheel Hub
Nut. The Bucket Wheel should slide off of the Hub. Hint: If
the Bucket Wheel will not easily slide off the Hub, rethread
the Hub Nut only a couple threads to insure a gap between
the bottom of the Nut and the top of the Bucket Wheel, place
the socket on the nut, flip upside down and gently hit the
back of the socket on a hard surface while cradling the
Bucket Wheel in your hand.

10. To install a new Bucket Wheel, insert the Hub Assembly into
the bottom of the Bucket Wheel center hole. The top of the
Bucket Wheel is marked with an “Sxx” on top of the Bucket
Wheel frame, where “S” indicates Standard Rated and xx is
the year of manufacture. If there are no markings, install the
Bucket Wheel so it rotates counterclockwise when looking
down on it. A Bucket Wheel without an “Sxx” MUST have an
individual rating; the standard rating DOES NOT apply.
Tighten the Bucket Wheel Retaining Nut snugly. DO NOT
overtighten.

5

Meter Disassembly and Binding Post Assembly Removal
1. Remove Contact Chamber Cap.

2. Remove Shipping Pin or Pivot Pin, whichever is currently
installed. Unscrew Pivot Set Screw. Inspect Pivot Pin for
wear or damage and replace if necessary.

3. Unscrew and remove Upper Shaft from Bucket Wheel.

4. Remove Bucket Wheel.

5. Unscrew and remove Binding Post Assembly.

Pygmy MagHead Component Installation
1. Apply only one drop of oil to Upper Yoke Bushing bearing

surface.

2. Thread replacement Upper Mag Shaft into Bucket Wheel.

3. Install Bucket Wheel into Yoke.

4. Apply only one drop of oil into Bucket Wheel Cup Bearing.

5. Insert Shipping Pin into yoke, secure Bucket Wheel and
tighten retaining screw.

6. Thread square base of Sensor Head into Binding Post
Hole until it begins to protrude into chamber.

7. Insert Magnet Assembly into the included Installation Tool,
then carefully thread it onto the threaded Upper Mag Shaft.
Tighten gently.

8. Connect the assembled Pygmy MagHead to a digital
readout. Start a measurement on the readout, and then
spin the Bucket Wheel to verify that the readout counts
properly. If it counts incorrectly, adjust Sensor Head 1/8 turn
in or out as needed and retest. When adjusted properly,
turn the Jam Nut to lock Sensor Head against Yoke.

10

of the upper yoke arm.

17. Yoke alignment check. NOTE: To insert the Pygmy Yoke
Alignment Tool, remove both the Upper Bearing and the
Binding Post Wire. WARNING: DO NOT crush the Upper
Bearing when attempting to remove!!
Thread the alignment tool into the top of the yoke until the
lower pin is about to enter the lower yoke arm pivot hole.
Visually check if the lower pin slides into the pivot hole. DO
NOT thread the alignment tool all the way down to force the
lower pin into the pivot hole without first visually checking
alignment. If the lower yoke arm is moderately to grossly
misaligned, forcing the alignment tool into the pivot hole will
either bend the tool or deform the pivot hole and destroy the
yoke. Align the yoke as needed with a rubber hammer.
When alignment is correct or only slightly misaligned, gently
thread the alignment tool down until the lower pin com-
pletely inserts into the pivot hole. WARNING: On the Pygmy
Alignment Tool, there is no machined stop similar to the
AA Alignment Tool. Stop threading the alignment tool when
the lower pin fully inserts into the pivot hole. Threading the
alignment tool beyond this point or forcibly threading it into
the lower yoke arm destroys the yoke.

18. Insert the Bucket Wheel assembly shaft into the Yoke Upper
Bearing hole and wiggle it until the assembly slides into
place. NOTE: Do not force the assembly. Some older
pygmy meter yokes allow limited clearance between the
yoke arms. The Bucket Wheel assembly inserts in only one
position; rotate it to find the position that allows insertion.

19. Insert Pivot and adjust as needed. To adjust the pivot:
a. Verify meter is properly oiled, then hold meter in an

inverted position with the Pivot up.

7

b. Release Pivot Adjustment Nut Set Screw and unscrew
the nut a few turns.

c. Release Pivot Set Screw and advance Pivot until all
vertical play of the Hub assembly is eliminated.

d. Tighten Set Screw temporarily and advance Pivot
Adjustment Nut until it touches the Yoke.

e. Release Set Screw further (not too far; Pivot should not
rotate) and advance the Pivot Adjustment Nut one-fourth
turn. Then tighten the Set Screw.

Push Pivot inward as far as possible and tighten Pivot
Set Screw.

20. Adjust Binding Post Wire as needed to obtain a strong click.
For electronic counters, OSW Hydraulics Laboratory
recommends setting the wire to make contact for about the
rotational distance of one bucket (about 60 degrees) for a
good, clean signal.

21. Oil Upper Bearing and shaft contact point with only one drop
of oil.

22. Replace Contact Chamber Cap.
23. Spin test the meter. Conduct all timed spin tests with the

meter level, the shaft vertical, and in a location with NO air
currents. Minimum spin time is 45 seconds; optimum spin
time is more than 90 seconds. NOTE: Bucket Wheel
“chatter” when spun hard indicates a worn Pivot Bearing.
Replace Hub if chatter occurs.

24. Replace Pivot with Shipping Plug during meter storage or
transport.
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